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FOREWARD

The Mentor Plan was conceived as an answer to
one of the problems of Masonry - the producing of
interested Masons by means of a well - rounded
education in all phases of the Royal Art. It is not
possible to impart all of the knowledge necessary to
produce a generation of informed Masons in the brief
time the Mentor will be active in the life of the
candidate. The Plan, therefore, must have, as its main
objective, the promotion of an interest in Masonic
knowledge. It must devise a means of creating a
desire in the candidate to learn more about Masonry
and point out to him the sources from which he will
be able to obtain more light on those facets of it
which he will find interesting to him. These, of
course, will vary with the individual.

It is not the objective of the Mentor Plan to teach
the ritual nor is it generally recommended that the
Mentor instruct the new Mason in the catechisms
which he is required to learn. In some Lodges it will
be necessary that the same brother perform both
functions because of the shortage of instructors.
However, when this is the case care should be taken
to avoid confusing the two subjects. The Mentor Plan
will endeavor to acquaint the new brother with some
of the history of Freemasonry, its philosophies and
objectives. It should also give him some insight into
the literature of the Fraternity wherein he may begin
and continue his study of its teachings and doctrines.

Instruction under the Mentor Plan must be
individual and personalized if it is to be effective. In
embracing this system we are following the time-

honored method of the Fraternity, that of imparting
instruction from mouth-to-ear, for Freemasonry
believes in and stresses the importance of the
individual. Through the individual, as he comes to
realize that he is Freemasonry to many people, will
understand the necessity for him to exemplify its
principles by walking uprightly before God and man,
squaring his actions by the square of virtue.

In the preparation of this Manual we have
consulted the programs and publications of our sister
Grand Lodges and have borrowed material freely
from them when it seemed desirable to do so. Credit
has not always been given directly in each case
because of our desire to limit the text as much as
possible and to maintain continuity of thought for the
benefit of those who will use the Manual.

We are particularly grateful to many Grand Lodges
for the material contained in their Mentors’ Manual.
We have drawn upon this source frequently and have
adopted a likeness of the format of their excellent
work.

We would urge the use of this Manual with
painstaking care. It is not perfect nor is the system
which it represents a perfect one. Time and
experience alone will enable us to bring the jewel of
Masonic education to its full beauty. It is our hope
that the thoughts awaken the consciousness of the
beauty of Freemasonry for those who come into our
Lodges and study under this system.

CHAPTER 1
THE MENTOR

1.1 Definition:

The word Mentor is one which is defined in the
dictionary as “a wise and faithful adviser, friend or
teacher.” In the old operative Lodges of Scotland the
officer entrusted with the task of instructing the new
apprentices bore the title of Intender. It was his duty
to intend, increase and intensify the knowledge of the
new Craftsman. The Mentor, in our present system,
will seek to expand and intensify the Masonic
instruction imparted by the ritual, adding to it many
other points which will enlarge the new brother’s
understanding of Freemasonry and its relationship to
life in this twentieth century.

1.2 Objective:

The Mentor and the Brethren must generally
understand that the production of a generation of
Masonic scholars is not the objective of this plan. Its
motive is simply to indoctrinate each new Mason in
the ways of Masonry, to create in him an
understanding of things Masonic and arouse in his
mind a feeling of pride in the Fraternity. In so doing
it is hoped that he will learn that Freemasonry is a
way of life which each may embrace with great
satisfaction to himself.

The instruction given must seek to capture the
interest of the candidate as he begins his Masonic
life. To properly accomplish this each candidate must



have a Mentor assigned to him immediately after his
election to receive the Degree of Entered Apprentice.
It will be the Mentor’s duty to prepare the mind of the
candidate for the reception of the great truths of
Freemasonry and an appreciation of its tenets and
teachings.

1.3 The Appointment:

The Worshipful Master of every Florida Lodge is
requested to appoint an Educational Committee for
his Lodge and to designate certain well-qualified,
dedicated and enthusiastic Brethren as Mentors.
There should be a sufficient number of these Brethren
so that no Mentor would be required to serve more
than five Brethren at any one time. The assignment of
candidates to the several Mentors may be done by
either the Master or the Committee.

As a suggestion, the Mentor may be allocated 30 to
45 minutes with the candidates during a scheduled
class of catechism Instruction, or the Catechism
Instructor may even relinquish to the Mentor an entire
evening of his scheduled instructions.

1.4 The Method Explained:

It is necessary that our new Brethren become
impressed with the spirit of Freemasonry if we are to
keep the Order strong and active. This must be done
so that he will understand its great purpose and high
ideals, and having understood, he shall believe in and
practice them in his daily life. Years ago a plan of
Masonic education was started in the Grand Lodge of
Florida and the Lodge System of Masonic Education
was printed. This was, for the most part, intended to
be used by the candidate and the committee based on
the reading, absorption and the discussion of written
material.

For some years the leadership of the Masonic
Fraternity has known that it is too much to expect a
man to come into a society such as ours and take his
place unless he is guided by someone with a full
understanding of its aims and objectives. Nor can we
reasonably expect the new Mason to find his place in
his own Lodge and assume his part of its work
without some help and interest from those who have
gone before him. Our failure to prepare these new
Brethren for the discharge of their duties and the full
enjoyment of their privileges has helped to produce a
great number of dues-paying but inactive Masons.
We have an obligation to each candidate and we must
discharge it if we are to keep our Fraternity strong
and virile.

The means of discharging our obligation is to be
found in personalized Masonic Education wherein the
Mentor seeks to give the new Brother instruction and
information by word-of-mouth as well as through a
printed text. Time must be provided in which the
candidate may ask and have his questions answered
for him and this can only be accomplished by word-
of-mouth instruction and personal contacts.

The Mentor Plan is intended to provide a means
whereby the initiate, in each of the stages of his
Masonic development, may receive added instruction
and the answer to those questions which inevitably
arise in the mind of the new Mason as he progresses
through the Degrees. Thus we shall attempt to place
each initiate in possession of the key by which he will
be able to unlock the door of understanding of
Freemasonry and enable him to fit its teachings and
philosophies to his own life.

The objective of this manual is to enable the
Mentor to find a ready reference for the many
questions which will come to him and aid him in the
task of impressing upon those new Brethren the spirit
of Freemasonry. He will also help each to attain an
understanding of its purposes and ideals. Each
Mentor is urged to understand the importance of his
mission if our plan of Masonic Education is to
succeed and we are to preserve Freemasonry as one
of the great and basic institutions for good in our
complex twenty-first century society.

1.5 How the Mentor May Work:

The Mentor should visit the candidate immediately
after his election and explain to him that he is to be
his Mentor, a friend who will endeavor to help him in
learning something about Freemasonry and one who
will guide and counsel him.

The principal purpose of this first meeting is to
introduce the candidate in a general way to
Freemasonry as a whole and to prepare him in mind
and spirit to receive initiation. He must meet with the
new Brother frequently and give him that instruction
which is so essentially necessary if he is to become a
good Mason. He should be encouraged to ask
questions and have them answered, provided the
answers do not involve those Degrees which he has
not received or other information to which he will
become entitled later.

In like manner, the Mentor will be with the
candidate through the Degrees of Fellow Craft and
Master Mason. However, it should be understood that
his duties are not completed when the candidate



receives the Degree of Master Mason, nor when he
has been examined and declared proficient on that
Degree. Indoctrination must continue until the new
Mason is thoroughly oriented in the Lodge, interested
in its affairs and a habitual attendant at its
Communications. Then, and only then, can we say
that the task is completed which the Mentor began at
the time of the candidate’s election to receive the
First Degree.

It should be clearly understood that our Mentor
Plan is not intended to take the place of our “Lodge
System of Masonic Education” as promulgated by the
Grand Lodge (37.18). This Manual is, therefore,
intended as an additional medium to supplement our
Lodge System of Masonic Education and one from
which the Mentor may be able to find answers to
some questions he will be asked during the course of
his work with the candidate.

CHAPTER 2
PRE-INITATION INSTRUCTION

The instruction to be given and the questions
answered at this stage of the candidate’s introduction
to Freemasonry can cover only the most general
subjects. Some of the subjects on which questions
will develop are recorded for the Mentor.

2.1 Freemasonry Defined:

Freemasonry has many definitions for many men.
Our English Brethren define it as “a system of
morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by
symbols.” Certainly it is a course of moral instruction
which employs both allegories and symbols to impart
the truth of its rich lessons. The word allegory is
generally understood to mean that it “represents by
suggestive resemblance.” The symbol is a “visible
sign or representation of an idea.”

Perhaps the best modern definition of Freemasonry
is to be found in the writings of Bro. C. C. Hunt, of
Iowa, couched in these words: “Freemasonry is an
organized society of men symbolically applying the
principles of operative Masonry and architecture to
the science and art of character building.” This is an
adequate definition and serves to set our Fraternity
apart from other organizations which teach a system
of morality.

2.2 The Purpose of Freemasonry:

The basic purpose of Freemasonry is to make
“better men out of good men.” As our Institution
places emphasis on the individual man, its mission is
accomplished by strengthening his character,
improving his moral and spiritual outlook and
broadening his mental horizons. By the inculcation of
its teachings Freemasonry seeks to impress upon the
minds of its members the principles of personal
responsibility and righteousness, to give each an
understanding of and feeling for its charity, and
endeavors to encourage each to put these lessons into
practice in his daily life. Thus, it does seek to build a

better world by first building better men to work at
this self-appointed task in their own communities.
Freemasonry believes in universal peace made
possible by the acceptance of its great doctrine of the
Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God.

Freemasonry also seeks to enlighten the mind of
man by placing within his grasp a reasonable
understanding of the persistence of life through both
time and eternity. In the framework of its teachings
each man may find a philosophy of life which will
meet his own need.

2.3 Origin of Freemasonry:

To point to a single era in human History and say
that Freemasonry was born at that particular time and
in a specific phase is not possible. It may be as old as
man himself, for its roots spread through many ages
and among many races of people. Certainly it goes far
beyond historical record, though it has not always
been designated by the name Freemasonry. Even the
savages of prehistoric time had certain ritualistic
ceremonies for the young man as he sought to take
his rightful place among the tribal leaders. Initiation
was a ceremony prevalent among the ancients; and
the mysteries of Egypt, Greece and the East may be
seen as influencing our own rites. These were
designed to test men and to admit only those who
were worthy into the fellowship. To those who won
the right to be initiated was promised the key which
would unlock the secrets of the universe.

Operative Masonry can be traced back through the
centuries to the Middle Ages and beyond, for man
has long been a builder both by necessity and by
inspiration, seeking in the world around him the
evidences of a Supreme Builder and seeking to
imitate Him. In the course of time the Operative
Masons bound themselves together in companies or
guilds. Other men were admitted only after they had
served a number of years of apprenticeship, had



learned some of the secrets of the builder’s art and
demonstrated their ability as craftsmen.

2.4 The Transition of Freemasonry - Operative to
Speculative:

The transition of Freemasonry from an operative art
to a speculative science came about so gradually that
it is difficult to pin-point it in the history of the Craft.
Patrons who were not operative artisans were taken
into the Craft, and others who were non-operative
followed. The tools and implements of the builder
had long been used to symbolize moral precepts. In
this period of change Freemasonry came to regard
these tools and implements almost entirely as spiritual
symbols. Thus their use became exclusively
philosophical and figurative, teaching men the
universal principles of morality and brotherly love. At
this point in its long history Freemasonry changed
from operative to speculative.

2.5 The Grand Lodge Era:

Modern speculative Freemasonry as we know it
today owes its structure to the Grand Lodge. The
history of Masonic Grand Lodges all over the world
is carefully documented and fully covered by
Masonic historians. The beginnings of almost every
Grand Lodge in the world may be read in Gould’s
History of Freemasonry, or that written by Mackey
and edited by Clegg, Haywood and others. Historical
sketches are printed in numerous other books which
are available to a new Brother. The first Grand Lodge
under our system of speculative Masonry was
organized in London in 1717, now known as the
United Grand Lodge of England.

While there are Lodges with historical records
earlier than 1717, these were not Grand Lodges. With
the exception of a few Lodges holden under
immemorial right, every regular Masonic Lodge
today exists by virtue of a charter or warrant from a
Grand Lodge. Each Grand Lodge is autonomous in
its own jurisdiction.

2.6 Titles of Grand Lodges - A.F. & A M. and F.
& AM.:

Titles of Grand Lodges vary from one geographical
location to another. For the purpose of this section
only the titles used by the Grand Lodges of the
United States will be discussed.

The first of these is A.F. & A.M., meaning Ancient,
Free and Accepted Masons. The word Ancient has
many connotations with Freemasonry other than that
of age. The chief among these goes back to what

historians have termed the great schism in English
Freemasonry when the Fraternity was divided into
two factions. This was probably a rivalry, the
Ancients being founded by certain Irish artisans in
London because they were refused admission to
Lodges holden under the Grand Lodge. The term
Ancients and Moderns was first used by McDermott,
the first Grand Secretary of the Ancients. He applied
the epithet Moderns to the older Grand Lodge as a
term of derision. As used today by American Grand
Lodges, the term Ancient simply means that
Freemasonry is old. The Royal Art is not practiced
today in the United States according to the ritual of
the Ancients.

Being nearly equally divided, most of the
remaining Grand Lodges in the U.S. have a part of
their titles in the letters F. & A.M., meaning Free and
Accepted Masons as does Florida. These Grand
Lodges probably left the word Ancient out of their
title to avoid any possible connection with the
Ancient segment of Freemasonry.

Two other designations are found in two American
Grand Lodges. In South Carolina the title is the
Grand Lodge A.F.M., signifying Ancient Free
Masons. In the District of Columbia the Grand Lodge
is designated F.A.A.M., Free and Accepted Masons.

2.7 The Title of Free and Accepted Mason:

There are two words in these titles which may be
further explained. They are “free” and “accepted.”
The ancient operative craftsmen were men of such
skill and their Craft considered indispensable to the
welfare of both church and state. For this reason they
were not placed under the same restrictions applied
by the government or the church to other workers.
They were “free” to pursue their labors, “free” to
travel and “free” to live their lives in a manner which
befitted their importance as Craftsmen. In the
England of the 13th, 14th and 15th centuries this was
almost a unique distinction, for most workers were
under bond to the owners of the land on which they
worked, but this did not apply to the Freemasons. It is
said that freedom dates back to the assembly at York
in 946.

The word “accepted” also has a special meaning
and its connection with Freemasonry goes back to the
days of the operative Craftsmen. During the latter
years of the Middle Ages there were few educated
men outside the monasteries of the church. Thus, in
that day, men sought to become Freemasons, not with
the idea of practicing the art, but merely to receive the
“learning” and other advantages which such



association brought them. These were “accepted”
Masons rather than operative workmen. The practice
of admitting non-operative members into the Craft
probably originated when some of the guild
companies admitted the patrons for whom they were
building at the time, and the practice grew with the
passage of time.

With succeeding generations the operative
members decreased while the “accepted” members
increased. Somewhere in the eighteenth century the
“accepted” Masons were predominant and the
transition from operative to speculative came about as
a natural course of events.

2.8 Is Freemasonry a Secret Society?

The answer to this question must be an unqualified
NO! A secret society is one which conceals its
membership, has secret meeting places, and of which
the public has no knowledge either as to its
organization or its aims and principles. Freemasonry,
therefore, it not a secret society, but is a society with
secrets. These are few, however, and deal with certain
esoteric parts of the ritual of its Degrees, its
obligations and modes of recognition.

The purposes, ideals and principles of Freemasonry
may be learned by anyone who inquires. There are
numerous books on these subjects which may be
obtained and read by anyone, even those who are not
Masons. Public notices of Masonic meetings appear
frequently in the newspapers and its members are
usually numbered among the more prominent citizens
of the community.

2.9 Is Freemasonry a Religion?

Here again the answer must be an emphatic NO!
We should go one step further and say that
Freemasonry is religious in its teachings. Each man
who aspires to be a Freemason is required to state that
he believes and trusts in God as the Supreme
Architect of the Universe. Belief in God is simply an
expression of faith, not a theological statement of the
nature of Deity.

Freemasonry does not require church membership
before a person may petition for admission. That
choice belongs to the individual, but most active
Masons are also active churchmen. Our Fraternity has
never been a part of any organized religious sect or
church. The choice of creed and church belongs to
the individual and Freemasonry does not infringe on
his religious prerogatives. It has no religious dogma
and is based upon tolerance, seeking only to unite
men under the common banner of brotherhood.

No Mason should attempt to substitute the
teachings of our Order or membership in a Lodge for
his church. As a thinking man, he has a right to
belong to or refuse membership in an established
church. He who seeks to substitute Freemasonry for
religion knows little, if anything, about either of
them.

2.10 Catholicism and Masonry:

There is nothing in any of the Masonic doctrines,
rules or regulations, or the laws of our Grand Lodge
which would prevent a Catholic from becoming a
Mason because of his church membership. If such
were the case, Freemasonry could make no claim to
universality, nor could it state that it did not espouse
any theological doctrine or dogma if it made any
distinction between men because of their religious
beliefs.

However, the relationship between Freemasonry
and the Roman Catholic Church is greatly
misunderstood by many Masons as well as most of
the general public. This misunderstanding has led to
many false conclusions and created barriers where
none exist, so far as Freemasonry is concerned.

It is a historical fact that a number of Catholic
Popes have regarded Masonry with disfavor and
caused Papal Bulls to be issued which condemned
Freemasonry and prohibited membership in it to all
Catholics.

However, many prominent Catholics have been
Masons in spite of these edicts. Masonry generally
has given no official recognition to these many
evidences of papal disfavor. It has chosen to follow
its own admonition of “silence and circumspection”
over the nearly two-and-a-quarter centuries since
Pope Clement XII issued the first of these edicts in
1738.

2.11 No Atheist Can Become a Mason:

A fundamental landmark of Freemasonry is a belief
in God. An expression of this belief is required as a
prerequisite for admission into our Lodges. The
atheist denies even the existence of God and has no
belief in a Supreme Being by any other name. For
this reason as well as others, Freemasonry denies its
rights and privileges to the atheist.

Since Communism denies the very existence of
God, this landmark would serve to bar those who
subscribe to and believe in this philosophy from
becoming Freemasons. Mistakenly, Communism is
often regarded as a political movement rather that
what it is - a philosophy of atheistic materialism.



2.12 Subjects Not Proper For Discussion in
Lodges:

Freemasonry is not a negative organization but
there are a few subjects which may not be discussed
in a Masonic Lodge. These generally concern
religions, nations and politics. There are excellent
reasons for such prohibition and these will be
explained.

When Masons meet together within the portals of
the Lodge they are always on a common level without
the distinctions of class or wealth which are regarded
so highly in the world. Each Brother is entitled to his
own beliefs and each may follow his own convictions
as these are dictated by his conscience. In a Masonic
Lodge each stands before his Creator as a man,
unbolstered by wealth, class or position.

The objective of Freemasonry is to unite men rather
than divide them. The subjects which are not to be
discussed are those on which honest differences of
opinion might well create friction between Brethren
who are otherwise favorably disposed to each other.

There is often a difference of opinion and warm
debate concerning those things which are a part of the
Lodge’s business. Such discussions are wholesome as
long as they are kept within the bounds of propriety
and there is an exhibition of tolerance for the
opinions of others. Each Master desires to have
harmony in his Lodge and when a matter has been
decided by vote, that decision must be accepted by
every member regardless of how he voted. There are,
of course, certain instances in which a legal appeal
may be taken.

2.13 Freemasonry and Politics:

Politics is one of the forbidden areas of discussion
in our Masonic Lodges. Therefore, Freemasons,
acting as such, do not participate in partisan politics.
Nor does a Lodge or the Fraternity as a whole take
any part in politics. This is one of those areas in
which honest differences of opinion could disrupt the
peace and harmony of any Lodge. One of
Freemasonry’s basic concepts is to unite men;
political differences of opinion could easily spoil this
objective.

The teachings of Freemasonry urge each man to be
a good citizen and to perform his civic duties.
Nothing should keep any Mason from expressing his
opinion or from serving his city, county, state or
nation in every honorable manner. Participation in
politics as individual citizens is a right which belongs
to every man. However, he must not act politically as

a Freemason, or in the name of Freemasonry in
exercising his individual right. Many of our civic
leaders of today and in the past have been members
of the Craft and proud to support its endeavors.

2.14 Qualifications of a Petitioner:

To petition a Masonic Lodge for the Degrees and
eventual qualifications, first, he must believe in God.
Each petition form in Florida contains these words,
“Do you believe in the existence of an ever living and
true God?”... and the petitioner affixes his signature
to this declaration. Second, he must be of lawful age.
Third, he should be physically qualified, but in case
any physical limitations are involved then Paragraph
31.04 of the Digest will apply. Fourth, he should be
able to read and write. Fifth, he must be of a good
moral character, under the tongue of good report,
recommended and vouched for by two Master Mason
members of the Lodge which he petitions.

2.15 Membership Solicitation Prohibited:

Coercion is a word unknown in the parlance of
Freemasonry and every act which a Brother performs
as a Mason or in the name of Masonry is done of his
own volition. Thus, he first becomes a petitioner of
“his own free will and accord,” without pressure from
any person or group. The petition which he signs
contains a statement that unbiased by friends and
uninfluenced by mercenary motives he offers himself
a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry. This is his
first act toward becoming a Mason, freely and
voluntarily taken. As he advances in Masonry he will
find this freedom of action and thought brought again
and again to the forefront of this thinking until it
becomes a cherished privilege.

2.16 The Growth of Freemasonry:

Freemasonry has prospered and grown through the
voluntary acts and the way of life which is
exemplified by its members. Thus the personal life of
every Brother and the acts he performs of his own
free will become a silent but most effective
exemplification of Freemasonry in the world in which
he lives. Through the influence of these lives, silent
and unspoken, other good men are attracted to our
standard. The success of this silent witnessing is
attested by the steady growth of the Fraternity
through the centuries.

2.17 Why Is It Called Blue Lodge?

The term Blue Lodge is quite commonly used to
refer to Craft Masonry, but the correct name is
Symbolic Masonry.



Where, when or why the name Blue Lodge
originated is not known. However, there have been
many explanations written for this term. Blue is
generally regarded as the color of truth and fidelity.
These are the basic teachings of our Craft. Blue is the
color used to characterize friendship. Also, blue has
been used to trim and ornament Masonic aprons,
collars and clothing; thus these symbolic and
practical uses of that color may account for the name.

Others have found some symbolism in the blue arch
of the heavens and have urged that for a Freemason
the virtues of friendship and benevolence must be as
expansive as the heavens. These are all suppositions
and symbols with beautiful meanings, but let us
remember that the correct name is Symbolic Lodge,
despite the fact that blue as a color and a symbol is
prominent in our teachings.

2.18 Preparation for Initiation:

To receive the greatest benefit from the Degree of
Entered Apprentice the candidate should be urged to
prepare his mind for its reception. Each one who
seeks to be initiated should strive to attain serenity of
mind and humility of spirit. He should divest his
thoughts of any apprehensions, entering the Lodge
with a mental attitade which will enable him to
appreciate the serious and solemn ceremonies through
which he will pass. Encourage him to remember that
Freemasonry regards every man as a child of God
with dignity and purpose given him by his Creator, of
which no man should seek to divest him. He should
be cautioned to pay strict attention to every part of the
ceremony in order that he may gain some
understanding of the teachings of Freemasonry.

The methods which Freemasonry uses to teach will
be new and unusual, its truths being imparted since
ancient times by allegory and symbolism. The fact
that this method has been effective for more than two
centuries should be explained to the candidate in
order to make the lessons more impressive as he
progresses through the Degrees. He should also learn

that every Mason in the Lodge room is his friend and
each, in time, will become his Brother.

2.19 No Horseplay or Hazing:

There is no place in our ceremonies for horseplay
or hazing, and there is none. The ritual of
Freemasonry is serious and solemn, inculcating
spiritual lessons with great dignity. Every part of its
ceremonies serves but to emphasize the truth it would
teach.

Anything which is told the candidate, in a joking
manner or otherwise, which contradicts the foregoing
statements, serves only to desecrate the honorable
purposes of Freemasonry. The candidate would be
often reminded that he need have no apprehension
concerning his reception within the Lodge, for he is
entering a society of friends and Brothers in which he
will be treated with dignity and decorum at all times.

2.20 The Heart of the Masonic Family:

Freemasonry is not just another fraternity or
association of men banded together for social,
political or economic advantages. It does inculcate
friendship and brotherly love as the foundation stones
of its philosophy, but it is also a practical association
which makes many worthwhile contributions to our
society in this twenty-first century.

Most of the Grand Lodges in the United States
operate Masonic Homes for the care of orphans, the
aged Brother, his wife or his widow. Some of them
also operate hospitals and provide nursing care for
those who need the arm of brotherly love about their
shoulders in their twilight years. The Grand Lodges
which do not operate homes have assistance
programs to serve the same ends. That which is
offered by the Grand Lodges is done on a selective
basis; membership in the fraternity does not confer a
vested right on anyone to receive such care in his
latter years.

Ref. should be made to Chapter 48, “Our Masonic
Home at St. Petersburg.”

CHAPTER 3
DEGREE OF ENTERED APPRENTICE

3.1 The Candidate’s First Step in His
Masonic Progress:

The candidate has now received the First Degree
in Masonry and has thereby opened the door to
another area of education and inspiration which
marks the first step in his Masonic indoctrination

and progress. He should have impressed on his mind
the three qualities which each Entered Apprentice
must possess if he is to attain full benefit and
enjoyment of Freemasonry. These are Obedience,
Humility, and Industriousness. He must obey those
who are appointed to teach him if he would learn
what is required of him before he progresses further.



He must have a sense of humility so that he will not
develop a belief that he knows more than those who
are assigned to teach him. He must also develop a
spirit of industry, for Freemasonry requires those
who would know her treasures to labor for them.

3.2 The Candidate Must Be First Prepared in
His Heart:

As a man thinketh in his heart so is he; but as he
purposes in his heart so will his life be. The heart,
figuratively speaking, is the seat of man’s affections
and desires. If he is clean within, his life will reflect
that condition; but the reverse is also true.

Freemasonry is concerned with the building of
character in the life of the individual. That building
must begin in the heart, for if it is not properly
receptive, we can expect to make little impression
on the mind. Hence each who comes seeking light
must be prepared in his heart.

3.3 Duly and Truly Prepared:

The wearing of special garments which are
furnished by the Lodge is done in order to
empbhasize our concern with man’s internal qualities
rather than his worldly wealth and honors. By
wearing the garments of humility the candidate
signifies the sincerity of his intentions.

It is necessary that he be prepared thus in order
that the symbolic meaning of all which transpires
both at the Inner Door and in the Lodge room itself
may be presented anew to him each time he is
prepared and on every occasion when he sees
another candidate enter through the Inner Door.

3.4 Symbolism, A Means of Teaching:

Most of the great lessons of Freemasonry are
imparted by symbols wisely selected by our
Masonic forefathers for that purpose. In the
preparation of the candidate there are certain
symbols which he may not recognize or appreciate
because these are mentioned but briefly in the
lecture. These are in part:

3.5 The Hoodwink:

The Hoodwink is a symbol of darkness in which
the uninitiated dwells. It is also a symbol of secrecy
and is practiced for spiritual rather than physical
reasons. The darkness of the hoodwink is displaced
by the light of understanding when the candidate
penetrates the mysteries before him.

3.6 The Cable-Tow:

The Cable-Tow is a symbol of those external
restraints which must be placed upon the life of man.
It is also generally regarded to mean the scope of
one’s ability to perform his obligations to his
Brethren.

3.7 The Entrance:

The ritualistic ceremony covered by this term
includes all which transpires at the Inner Door and is
intended to teach the significance of initiation as the
symbolic birth of the candidate into the world of
Masonry in which he can give and receive as he
wishes, deriving pleasure and satisfaction, or
discontent and unhappiness as he may choose.

3.8 The Reception:

The Reception of the candidate within the Lodge
room is intended to symbolize the fact that the
obligations which he will assume are solemn and that
there is a penalty if these are violated. It also reminds
man that his every act has a consequence, either in
the form of a reward or a penalty. Man reapeth as he
soweth.

3.9 The Holy Saints John:

Lodge of the Holy Saints John at Jerusalem -
Freemasonry long ago chose as its patron saints John
the Baptist and John the Evangelist. Having done so,
the Brethren arrived at the conclusion that their
patron saints belonged to a Lodge and that it must
have been in the city in which they lived - Jerusalem.
By this tradition all Lodges came from one at
Jerusalem. By tradition also every Mason hails from
such a Lodge. By coming from this mythical Lodge
he proves that he hails from a “just and legally
constituted Lodge.”

3.10 The Form of a Lodge:

The form of a Lodge is an oblong square or a
rectangle. It extends from East to West and between
North and South. The East in a Masonic Lodge does
not necessarily mean the actual point of the compass.
The East in the Lodge is the station of the Worshipful
Master from which he dispenses light and instruction
to all his brethren. The other points, West, South and
North, are located in proper relation to the station of
the Master.

3.11 The Rite of Perambulation:

The word perambulation means to walk around
some central point or object. In Masonry the rite is



performed in a clockwise manner, patterned after
the movement of the sun as it is seen from the earth
moving from East to West by way of the South. The
candidate’s journey around the altar enables the
Brethren to observe that he is properly prepared.
Perambulation is much older than initiation, even
into Ancient Mysteries, for it goes back to savage
man who worshiped the sun and reproduced its light
and heat with fire on his own crude stone altars,
around which he marched in humble adoration and
worshipful imitation of the journey of the sun across
the sky.

Perambulation should teach the apprentice that
Freemasonry is a progressive science and by means
of it man may gather truth as he progresses. It also
teaches that life is a progressive journey through
which each must travel toward his ultimate destiny.

3.12 The Altar:

This is the central piece of furniture in the Lodge
and upon it rest the three Great Lights in Masonry.
It is symbolic of many things. Its location in the
Lodge symbolizes the place which God has in
Masonry and which he should have in every human
life. It is also a symbol of worship and faith. The
candidate approaches the altar in search of light and
there assumes his obligations. Here, in the presence
of God and his Brethren, he offers himself to the
service of the Supreme Architect of the Universe
and to mankind in general.

The altar is the point on which life in our Masonic
Lodges is focused. The precepts for which the Great
Lights stand should serve to guide the thoughts and
actions of the Brethren both in the Lodge and
abroad in the world. The altar supporting the Great
Light should remind each Brother who stands
before it that faith supports life itself.

3.13 The Title Worshipful Master:

(a) Why is the presiding officer of the Lodge
called Worshipful? This is an old English word
meaning worthy of respect. Thus it comes to us in
Masonry as a title of respect given to the officer
who rules and governs the Lodge. Since he is
chosen by the Brethren, they deem him to have
sufficient wisdom, integrity and Masonic
knowledge to govern the Lodge properly.

(b) Why is the Worshipful Master’s station in the
East? In the world of nature the sun rises in the East
to shed light and luster on the earth. In like manner
it is the province of the Master to be the source of

Masonic knowledge for his Brethren and they
“approach the East in search of light.”

(c) Why does the Master wear a hat in the Lodge?
The Worshipful Master usually wears a hat while the
rest of the Brethren remain uncovered for several
reasons. Keeping the head covered while others are
uncovered has long been a symbol of superior rank.
Men usually uncover in the presence of those they
deem to be of superior rank as a mark of respect.

The wearing of the hat by the Worshipful Master
may be done because King Solomon wore a crown as
a mark of dignity. For these reasons and others, the
Master of a Masonic Lodge usually wears a hat in the
East,

3.14 The Great Lights of Freemasonry:

The Great Light of Freemasonry is the Volume of
the Sacred Law and it is an indispensable part of the
furniture of a Lodge. The Grand Lodges of the United
States use the Holy Bible as the V.S.L. on their altars.
In other countries the candidate who is not a Christian
or a Jew is entitled to have his own sacred book
substituted for the Bible. In some Lodges in other
countries the altars of Masonry have more than one
Volume of the Sacred Law on them and the candidate
may choose the one on which he is obligated.

No Lodge may stand open unless the Holy Bible is
opened upon its altar with the Square and Compasses
displayed thereon indicating the Degree in which the
Lodge is working. The open Bible signifies that by
the light of its teachings we must regulate our
conduct, for it is the rule and guide of our faith.

The Square and Compasses have ritualistic
explanations which should suffice for the candidate.
The Square is a symbol of morality, truthfulness and
honesty. To “act on the square” is to act honestly. The
Compasses are a symbol of restraint, of skill and of
knowledge. The Square and Compasses are almost
universally recognized as the outstanding symbol of
Freemasonry itself.

3.15 The Obligation:

The Obligation is the heart of the Degree, for when
it is assumed by the candidate, he has solemnly
bound himself to Freemasonry and assumed certain
duties which are his for the rest of his life. The taking
of the Obligation is a visible and audible evidence of
the candidate’s sincerity of purpose. By it he gives
meaning to all the other parts of the Degree which
have gone before as well as that which comes after.



The Obligation has a two-fold purpose. In
addition to binding the candidate to Freemasonry
and its duties, it also protects the Fraternity against
the revelation of its secrets and these deal with its
modes of recognition and symbolic instruction. The
candidate should understand that the great truths
which Masonry teaches are not secret, but the
manner in which Freemasonry teaches these comes
in this category.

3.16 Penalties for Violation of Obligation:

The penalties incurred for willful violation of your
Masonic Obligation will not be of a physical nature.
Those which you recite at the conclusion of your
Obligation in the Lodge room are purely symbolic.
However, the Mason who violates his Obligation
will subject himself to Masonic discipline which
could include the loss of his membership in the
Lodge and the Fraternity, either by suspension or
expulsion therefrom. Assuredly the violator will
also be subject to the scorn and contempt of all
good Masons.

The ancient oral penalties already mentioned are
retained in our ritual to impress upon the mind of
each Brother how serious a violation will be
regarded by the members of the Fraternity. These
were assumed voluntarily, and every means possible
is used to impress the new Mason with the
solemnity and the necessity for faithful performance
of them.

3.17 The Masonic Apron:

The Apron is an ancient appendage and it has
taken many forms among the various Crafts in the
world. Though we associate it chiefly with
Freemasonry, its use was not confined to the
operative stonemason. The apprentice stonemason
wore his apron with a bib held in place by a strap
around his neck. This protected his clothing from
damage by the large rough stones which he handled.

The Apron was also worn by certain officers of
the Church of England as a badge of servitude and
this use of the time-honored badge of a Mason
wearing the Apron, may be testifying to his
understanding of the service which Freemasonry
would have us render to our fellow-men. The badge
also signifies that Freemasons are workers rather
than drones; builders rather than obstructionists.

Both the symbolic material - lambskin - and the
color of the Apron - white - make it an emblem of
innocence and purity. In the words used to present
the Apron it is described as being “more ancient
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than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle, more
honorable than the Star and Garter....” These are the
honored decorations of ancient Rome and Medieval
Europe and the Apron is held up as an ennobling
decoration conferred only on the selected who come
into our Craft.

3.18 The Rite of Destitution:

This rite is also ancient and was practiced in the
older initiations in recognition of a belief that the
planets had an affinity for certain metals. These
planets also exerted certain influences over human
beings. In the ancient ceremonies of initiation all
metals were left behind so that disturbing planetary
influences were not brought within the place where
the initiated met.

In Freemasonry this ancient rite is still used to teach
the initiate that he is to bring nothing into the Lodge
which would destroy its peace and harmony. As he is
divested of worldly reminders, leaving them without
the Lodge, so he is reminded that he must leave his
passions and prejudices without when he enters its
portals. Another great lesson, that of relieving another
Brother’s distress, is taught by means of this ancient
rite.

3.19 The Northeast Corner:

This is the traditional location of the cornerstone or
foundation stone as it was more appropriately
denominated by our ancient Brethren. Both the stone
and its location would signify a beginning. The
Entered Apprentice is placed at this point midway
between the darkness of the North and the brilliance
of the East to signify that he has begun his Masonic
life. He has left the darkness of the North,
symbolizing ignorance of things Masonic, and is
moving toward the light of knowledge which comes
from the East. The Entered Apprentice has laid the
foundation stone of his Masonic life and must now
erect the edifice of character in the light of the
teachings which come from the East.

3.20 The Working Tools:

The Working Tools presented the candidates are
those used by the ancient operative craftsman in the
erection of the building on which he was working. To
the Speculative Mason these represent the moral
habits and forces by which man shapes and
frequently reshapes the materials of his human nature,
often a stubborn and difficult task. By these symbolic
tools he also fits his own behavior to the society in
which he dwells. The Working Tools themselves are
appropriately explained in the ritualistic ceremonies.



3.21 The Charge:

At the end of the ritualistic ceremony of initiation
and instruction the candidate is charged to perform
his Masonic duties; the substance of that charge is a
summation of them.

There are a number of documents known to
Masonic students as the Old or Ancient Charges of
a Freemason. In these were found the fundamental
principles of ancient Masonic law and usage, both
written and unwritten. These were compiled from
the original records of Freemasonry by a Committee
of Brethren of the Grand Lodge of England and
written by James Anderson, George Payne and John
T. Desauliers at various times during the second
decade of the 18th Century. These are often referred
to as the Constitutions of 1723. In these are to be
found the excellent rules and maxims laid down for
the conduct of the individual Mason as well as of
the Lodge of which he is a part. Since these are
printed, it should be our purpose to recommend a
study of them by the new Brother at an appropriate
time.

3.22 The Lectures:

The Lectures attached to the Degree are intended
to elaborate certain phases of the ritual, giving a
broader explanation of it in order that the candidate
may understand both the ceremony and purpose
behind the inclusion of each in the ritual. In this
portion he will have explained to him in greater
detail some of the symbolism with which
Freemasonry is embellished.

The frequent references to King Solomon’s
Temple in this and the other Degrees lead to the
false conclusion that the Fraternity was founded by
him. Freemasonry as an organized Craft came into
being many centuries after the reign of Israel’s
greatest King. However, our ritual is based upon
Masonic legends connected with both Solomon and
the Temple at Jerusalem and this subject has
enriched its symbolism.

3.23 The Catechisms:

This series of questions and answers is intended
to teach each initiate the language of Freemasonry,
to fix in his mind the teachings of the Degree, to
impress upon his consciousness the facets of the
Obligation he has assumed, and to enable him to
prove to his satisfaction and that of his Brethren that
he is a Mason.
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To each candidate’s mind there probably comes the
question as to the necessity for committing the
catechism to memory. Much of our ritual is esoteric
or unwritten and each is required to memorize the
language with some degree of perfection, since each
is a potential teacher of other new Brethren.

3.24 The Origin of Our Ritual:

The Origin of our Ritual cannot be traced much
beyond the years of the 18th century. The father of
the English Ritual was undoubtedly William Preston,
(1742-1818), who left an indelible imprint upon
Freemasonry that is still apparent today. However, it
must be remembered that the ritual now used has
been refined and polished without being basically
changed in character in the two centuries since
Preston first exemplified his Rituals in London. Prior
to Preston’s time the Ritual of Freemasonry was a
perpetuation of the practices and customs of the day-
to-day work of the Operative Freemason which
gradually had the emphasis shifted from the practical
to the moral and spiritual values as the Accepted
Masons began to outnumber the Operative Brethren
in the Lodges. It is well for us to remember that the
Ritual, as such, was not designed as a series of
ceremonies; rather it was an education in mathematics
and the liberal arts and this idea was Preston’s central
theme.

In early Speculative Masonry there may have been
but one Degree and a Master’s part. After a few years
Three Degrees emerged and began to be generally
practiced. In later years others may have been added
until the United Grand Lodge of England declared
(sometime after 1813) that “Ancient Craft Masonry
consists of three degrees and no more. . .” but a
fourth, the Royal Arch, was included as a part of the
Master Mason Degree which was intended to be
available to those who had served in the chair as
Master of the Lodge. The Royal Arch is no longer
considered a part of Craft Masonry but is conferred in
a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons as the Final Degree
of the Capitular System.

3.25 The Language of Freemasonry:

Why is the Language of Freemasonry so different
from that which we normally use? This question
arises in the minds of many men as they study the
catechisms and hear the Rituals of Masonry given in
our Lodges. As has been noted, the Ritual of
Freemasonry is a product of the early decades of the
18th century. It contains much of the language of that
century and into it have been incorporated words and



phrases which comes from the older instructions
which were a part of Operative Masonry in a much
earlier day.

If the time and effort is expended to study the
words of our Ritual, the student will discover that
the thought and teaching imparted cannot be clothed
in fewer words and still retain their meaning. The
phrases serve to hold the attention of the new
Brother, and though the Rituals were rewritten by
Preston and others, these peculiar words and
phrases have survived to become an integral part of
our Freemasonry, which may not now be changed
without creating an innovation in the body of
Masonry itself, thereby violating one of the ancient
charges read to every Worshipful Master for his
assent when he is seated in the East.

3.26 Masonic Emblems:

The Entered Apprentice should study all of the
Emblems of the Degree for each is important and
should be thoroughly understood by him. An
emblem is, of course, the visible representation of
an idea. For example, the lamb is usually an
emblem of innocence. In Masonry the emblem
carries with it an allegorical significance and
suggests some truth to the mind. The twenty-four
inch gauge is an emblem of the twenty-four hours of
each day. The way in which time should be used by
the Freemason is called to mind by this simple
instrument of the stonemason.

The Emblems of the Degree and each of the
symbols which are used to convey the wise and
beautiful lessons should be explained to the new
Brother. The Mentor should also endeavor to make
him understand that Masonry teaches largely by
symbols and a thorough understanding of them will
enable him to grasp the meaning of its truths.

3.27 When to Arise and When To Be Seated in
Lodge:

The gavel in the hands of the Master of a Lodge is
one of the symbols of authority by which he
governs. When the gavel is sounded once in the
East, the Brethren must come to order, two raps call
the Officers of the Lodge to their feet; when three
raps are given, all of the Brethren must stand.
Thereafter one rap of Master’s gavel seats the
Lodge.

If the Worshipful Master addresses you by name,
arise, face the East and listen to his instructions. The
Brother wishing to speak arises and waits until the
Master recognizes him and then addresses his
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remarks to him. (In Florida he does not make the due
guard.)

3.28 The Tyler:

The Tyler (spelled Tiler in some Grand Lodges) is
the guardian of the avenues approaching the Lodge.
A Lodge is said to be duly tyled when the necessary
precautions have been taken to guard against
intrusion by cowans, eavesdroppers or other
unauthorized persons. Each Brother permitted to
enter the Lodge after it is opened is vouched for by
the Tyler as qualified to enter.

(“Cowan” is an old Scotch word, meaning an
ignorant Mason who puts stones together
without mortar, or piled rough stones from
the field into a wall without working them
square and true. He is a Mason without the
Word; the Apprentice who tries to
masquerade as a Master.

The eavesdropper in ancient times was that
would - be - thief of secrets who listened
under the eaves of houses (there was often a
space between wall and roof, for the purpose
of ventilation). Because to hear he had to get
close to the wall under the eaves, he received
the droppings from the roof if it rained -
hence, eavesdropper. In modern times, the
eavesdropper is that bold man who forges a
good standing card, or finds one and
masquerades as its owner; the man who has
read a so-called “expose” of Masonry and
tries to get into a Lodge, in order to ask for
charity or help. He is very rare, and few
Tylers have ever met him! The cowan,
however - the Fellow Craft or Entered
Apprentice stopped for cause, the one - time
member in good standing who is now
dropped for one cause or another - these not
infrequently try to pass the Tyler.)

Among his duties the Tyler informs the Junior
Deacon when a qualified Brother wishes to enter the
Lodge. He also ascertains that each one who seeks to
enter is properly clothed and informs them of the
Degrees in which the Lodge is then working. In many
Lodges this officer is also the custodian of its
property and prepares the Lodge before it is opened.

3.29 Lodge Prayer:

No Lodge can be opened, stand open, or be closed
without prayer which is offered by the Chaplain or, in
his absence, by the Master himself. The prayers used
for this purpose are a part of the Ritual in Florida and



should be used to avoid offense or sectarianism in
the Lodge.

At the conclusion of the prescribed prayer each
member responds with the words, So Mote It Be,
thus adopting the words of the prayer as his own.
This expression is from an older form of the English
language and may be properly translated, So May It
Ever Be.

3.30 The Rights of An Entered Apprentice:

These are very limited since he is not required to
pay dues and cannot vote or hold office. In
Operative Masonry the Apprentice was not
considered a part of the Masonic Craft even though
he was entered upon the books of the Lodge. The
Entered Apprentice of modern Masonry is not
entitled to organized Masonic charity, but this does
not bar him from receiving assistance from a Mason
as an individual. He is not entitled to receive a
Masonic burial nor can he attend the funeral of a
Brother clothed as a Mason.

The Entered Apprentice may attend a Lodge on the
First Degree of Masonry if he is properly vouched for
by a Master Mason. He is entitled to be instructed and
is required to demonstrate his proficiency before
being advanced to the Degree of Fellow Craft. He
may not receive the Degrees of Craft Masonry
elsewhere without the consent of the Lodge. The
Degrees may be requested if he removes from the
jurisdiction of the Lodge in which he was elected to
receive the Degrees.

3.31 The Responsibilities of an Entered
Apprentice:

The particular Responsibilities of an Entered
Apprentice are relatively few. To keep inviolable the
secrets entrusted to him, to conduct himself with
proper decorum, and to seek the light of Masonic
knowledge with diligence will probably cover all of
the specific duties of the new Mason.

CHAPTER 4
DEGREE OF FELLOW CRAFT

4.1 Symbolism of the Degree:

The Degree of Fellow Craft emphasizes the dignity
and worth of the individual. It represents man as an
instrument of the Supreme Architect of the Universe.
As such he is a workman whose duty it is to invent,
create and achieve, and thus to express his own
genius and individuality. The cornerstone of our
democracy is its belief in this same principle. All of
its institutions are designed to encourage the
development of individual genius and to allow man to
become as great as he wills and labors to be. The
ruling principle of our form of government is that the
State must not interfere with the individual’s freedom
to any greater extent than is necessary to preserve the
existence of that society in which individual freedom
can flourish.

The Degree of Fellow Craft symbolizes man in the
prime years of his life, an adult who is ready to accept
the responsibility of life, not only for himself but for
his family and the enlarged circle which is his world.
As the Mason assumes the duties and privileges of a
Fellow Craft, he is brought face to face with the many
important lessons which are taught in the Degree, not
the least of which is that of responsibility for his own
destiny and that of the State as well.
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The Degree teaches much of what was considered
essential knowledge by Preston, who envisioned
Masonry as a liberal education and fashioned the
Ritual along these lines. Its themes are, therefore,
education and achievement. As man labors in pursuit
of knowledge, so does he obtain entrance into parts of
life and society which were hitherto unknown to him.

Speculative Freemasonry is the child of the
Operative Art, developed during those latter years of
its history when the great buildings were nearly
completed. The Freemasonry which owes its
allegiance to the Grand Lodge system came into
being in 1717 when the Grand Lodge of England was
formed. The working tools of the operative craftsman
are used by the Fraternity today as symbolic
instruments for the erection of those stately mansions
of human character. In the hands of the Speculative
Craftsman these working tools have become the
purveyors of moral and spiritual lessons to the men
who come to its altars in search of light. Thus has
Freemasonry become a system of ethics, philosophy
and a way of life for its members.

4.2 The Evolution From Operative to
Speculative:

Here again we are dealing with an illusive event,
for we cannot reach into the years and point to a



single day as that in which the Operative Art became
the Speculative Science. The change was gradual and
probably stretched over a period of more than a half -
a - century. It began early in the 17th century. It may
have begun with the acceptance of patrons into the
Operative Lodges. Others followed them in seeking
membership who were not interested in becoming
stonemasons. Those who were admitted by the
consent of the Operative Masons became Accepted
Masons. Because of the moral and ethical values
stressed in the training given an apprentice, the
“speculatives” of the 17th century saw an established
and honorable vehicle for their own use. Membership
was sought for the spiritual, social and cultural
advantages offered and the number of Accepted
Masons grew rapidly.

The decline of Gothic architecture and the lessened
demands for great building projects had greatly
reduced the number of skilled Operative Craftsman
needed to carry on the construction under way at the
time. The end of an era was at hand and the Operative
Craft was faced with extinction.

During the same period, however, interest in
Speculative Masonry had grown and the number of
Accepted Masons in the older Operative Lodges had
increased. Instead of passing into oblivion as did so
many of the institutions of the day, the Craft became
predominantly speculative, and its growth and
strength has progressed to a point never envisioned
by its founders. Much of this growth may be
attributed to the information of the Grand Lodge of
England at the meeting of the four old Lodges in
Lodge in the Goose and Gridiron Tavern in 1717, at
which Anthony Sayer, gentleman, was elected Grand
Master. Its Provincial Grand Lodges spread over
much of the world and some of these eventually
became Grand Lodges in their own right. Thus over a
period of time the evolution began and the transition
completed.

4.3 The Basic Teachings of the Second Degree:

Based on Masonic symbolism, the Fellow Craft
Degree covers the years of manhood and
responsibility in the cycle of human life. In it man
finds opportunities to obtain useful knowledge and
the means of applying that knowledge to the building
of his character and the betterment of the society in
which he lives. At the outset the discerning mind sees
the Divine Plan and finds its own function and place
in it. The new Brother also discovers two great
themes developed in the Degree - education and
achievement.
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The father of our Masonic Rituals, Williams
Preston (1742-1818), conceived Masonry to be the
vehicle by which man might become well educated in
the liberal arts and sciences. In the Ritual of the
Degree, a Fellow Craft is urged to advance his
education in these fields. The opportunities of today
have placed all of the facts of this part of the Degree
at the command of the average school-boy. To unlock
the door of symbolic interpretation of these liberal
arts and sciences, man must use the key of initiation.

4.4 The Preparation:

As in the Degree of Entered Apprentice special
garments are worn as the clothing of humility to teach
anew the qualities of the man. There are certain
significant changes which are made in the dress of the
candidate and the symbolism of these is fully
explained in the Ritual of the Degree.

The candidate gains admission much in the same
manner as in the preceding Degree, but this is
accomplished by the exchange of a certain pass given
for him by his conductor. Thus the observing
Craftsman learns that Brethren give willingly of their
knowledge and energy that he may gain the privileges
of Freemasonry. All of life is lived with the assistance
of others, and this ceremony brings to mind the great
truth of fraternal assistance which is ours in the time
of need.

4.5 The Reception:

The Reception, which includes all of the
ceremonies at the Inner Door, follows somewhat the
same pattern as before, with certain exceptions. The
instrument used in this ceremony is one which refers
to virtue and urges its application to human life. The
consequence of his acts and the solemnity of his
obligations are impressed on the mind by these
ceremonies.

4.6 The Cable-Tow:

The Cable-Tow is a symbol of the method of
control for the individual. The cable, cord or bond is
interwoven in countless religious ceremonies and the
use of a tie is as ancient as any known art in the
history of mankind. To many the Cable-Tow is
symbolic of the umbilical cord, which is necessary to
begin life but is severed when love and care replace it
in supplying those essentials needed for growth.
Thus, in our ceremonies, the Cable-Tow is removed
when the need for physical control no longer exists.

The length of the Cable-Tow is frequently referred
to in the language of Freemasonry, but many of the



new Brethren do not understand its meaning.
Formerly the Cable-Tow was deemed to be the
distance one could travel in an hour - assumed to be
about three miles. In Florida this is any reasonable
distance from which a summons may be answered,
health and business permitting. Each Mason is bound
to all other Masons by a tie as long and as strong as
he himself determines the extent of his ability.

4.7 The Obligation:

The Obligation is the heart of every Degree and its
solemnity must be impressed upon every candidate.
In addition to the vow of secrecy in the First Degree,
which is reaffirmed in this, the Obligation has certain
other salient points which binds each Brother.
Obedience, assistance and the protection of one
another are pledged by each Mason to all others,
binding them by a common tie which should last as
long as life itself.

The penalties have the same significance as those
invoked in the First Degree. These are symbolic
rather than physical for the reasons which have been
cited in the First Degree.

4.8 The Working Tools:

The ancient implements of the stonemason assume
new meanings for the Fellow Craft as he hears these
presented in the expressive and impressive language
of the Ritual.

The Square is the symbol of morality, truthfulness
and honesty. The use of the word with these
implications has become almost universal both within
and without the Fraternity. The direction of the two
members of the square form an angle of 90° or a right
angle, so called because this is the angle which stones
must have if they are to be used to build a stable and
upright wall. When Brethren part upon the Square
they go in different directions but in full knowledge
that their courses will be according to the angle of the
Square - right - until they meet again.

The Level is a symbol of equality. The equality
expressed here does not mean that of wealth, social
distinction, civic office or service to mankind.
Masons use the term to refer to the internal and not
the external qualifications. Each is endowed with a
worth and dignity which is spiritual, and not subject
to man-made distinctions. The quality practiced in
Masonry recognizes that one man may have greater
potentialities of life, service or reward than another,
but denies that any man may not aspire to the heights,
no matter how great. Thus the Level dignifies labor
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and the man who performs it. It also acknowledges
the equality of manhood as being an equality without
regard to station.

The Plumb is a symbol of uprightness of conduct.
In Freemasonry it is associated with the plumb line
which the Lord promised Amos He would set in the
midst of his people of Israel, symbolizing His
standard of divine righteousness. The plumb line in
the midst of a people should mean that they will be
judged by their own sense of right and wrong and not
by the standards of others. Freemasons,
understanding the Plumb, are to judge each Brother
by his own standards and not those of another. When
the plumb line is thought of in this way, it becomes a
symbol of an upright life and of the conscience by
which each must live.

4.9 The Jewels:

The Jewels of a Fellow Craft - These are named in
the Ritual and need not be repeated. They remind the
Craftsman that the time-honored method of
instruction is by word of mouth. The secrets of
Freemasonry are always deposited in the hearts of
faithful Brethren. These Jewels should signify the
necessity to learn to utilize good Masonic instruction
and develop a devotion to the teachings of our Craft.

4.10 The Wages:

The Wages of Fellow Craft - Corn, Wine and Oil
are the symbolic wages which are earned by the
Fellow Craft who completes his task and comes to the
Middle Chamber. These symbolize wealth in mental
and spiritual realms. The Corn represents
nourishment and the sustenance of life. It is also a
symbol of plenty as the term is applied to opportunity
for doing good, work for the commonwealth, and
service to mankind. Wine is symbolic of refreshment,
of health, of spirituality and of peace. The Oil
represents joy and gladness as well as happiness and
recognizes these as a natural sequence following the
partaking of the Corn of nourishment. Taken together
Com, Wine and Oil, the symbolic wages of a Fellow
Craft, represent the rewards of the good life. Corn,
Wine and Oil are used as elements of consecration in
other Masonic ceremonies of which the Fellow Craft
will be informed in due time.

4.11 The Pillars In the Porch:

There are two brazen pillars placed before the
entrance to King Solomon’s Temple which are
symbolically represented within every Lodge on the
Second Degree of Masonry. No one can determine
the origin of this practice. It existed in ancient times
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